Vzpominka (4)

Narodni pamatnik PETROGLYPH

se tahne v kanonu Boca Negra 17 mil podél mésta Albuquerque v americkém staté Nové
Mexiko. Pamatnik otevien 27. 6. 1990. Nachéazi se v ném 300 petroglyfl, rozloha 7276 akru.

Pamatnikem vede nékolik stezek.

Petroglyf - obraz ve skale, ltery je vytvoren v peravéku nebo pozdéji opracovanim povrchu
kamenem fezanim, dlabanim, tesanim, obrusovanim nebo malbou.
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Imiages ereated in the 5 As you walk among the petroglyphs, you are not alone.
aré found privmarily TO

Em conceRiraiions on
e eatsi- and sou-

runner scurries into fragram sage, a desert millipede traces
waves in the sand. There is another presence beyond what

Jacing slapes of the we can see or hear. People who have lived along the Rio

| Wesr Mesa. The ‘Grande for many centuries come alive again through images
peiraglyphy inclode they made on the shiny black recks. Petroglyph Mational
anlmals (above), Menument is a natural gallery of some 15,000 images—
peuple, insecty, nd ‘some recognizable as animals, people, or crucifixes, others
Leumeirics. mora i All are insef from the

.and from the spirits of the people who created them.

“Fach of these rocks is alive, The West Mesa, a 17-mils-lang table of land rising west of
the Rio Grande, emerged about 110,000 vears ago when lava
keeper of a message left by flowed from a karge crack in the earth. Layer upon layer flowed
over and around existing landforms of sadimentary rock. lna
the ancestors... There are final burst of activity, five volcanic cones erupted atop the
o 5 3 mesa, Cver time, the ralativaly soft sedimentary layers on the
spirits, guardians; there is mesa's eastern edge eroded away, leaving a gallg:ed adge—
medicine....” an ascarpmant—strewn with basalt chunks braken awsy fram

the lava fiows. This is the setting fer the petroglyphs.
William F, Waoahkas, Pushio Eldar
Long ago people discoverad that chipping away the rocks’ thin
“gesert varmnish" reveals the lighter gray beneath——and leaves
2 lasting mark. The earliest rock images, abstract pattarns of




What to See and Do

The park visiter center i located on Unser
Bivd., 3 miles nerth of 1-40 at the intersaction
of Unsar Blvd. and Western Trail Road. Hours
are & am. to § p.m. dally except Thanksahing,
Decembxr 25, and January 1.

Tralls Several tralls take you past groupings of
petreglyphs and elher paints of interest, Boca
Megra Canyon is located just north of Montafio
Road at 8200 Unser Bhvd, NW. The hours are

8 a.m. to & p.m. Petroglypha are visible along
three self-guiding trails, ranging fram 5 minules
¢ 30 minutes round-irip, Water, restreoms, and
picnic tables &re availzole. There is a parking
fee, Rinconada Canyan is 0.5 mile south of the
wvigiles center on Unser Blvd. An unpaved trail
follows the basa of the escarpment. Restrooms
ara available. To reach the Violcanoes, take
Unser Blvd. south 1o -40 west; take exit 149,
Pageo de Voloan north for 4.8 miles to the un-
rarked park entrance on right. Procssd along
unpeved road to frailhead. There are no facll-
ties, The hours are 9 a.m to & pm,
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Parking

For a sale visit Stay on established tralls.

= Watch out for rattlesnakes; report Sightings o
a park ranger. = Whils hiking in warm weather,
wear sunacresn, protective footwear, 2 hat, and
carry plenty of water, « While hiking an high
ground, be watchful for sudden storms, Seek
shelter at the first aign of thunder o lightning.

# There are no public phones, food serices,
le<dging, or camping in the park; services are
available nearby, = The road ta the valcanoes
is unpaved and may be closed in bad weather.

Further infarmation  Patroglyph Mational
Monument is part of the Naticnal Park Systam,
ene of more than 370 areas representing our
nation's cultural and natural heritage. The park
iz cooperatively administered and managed by
the Mational Park Ssrvice, LS. Depariment of
the Interler and the Open Space Division of

the City of Abuguergue, For more infarmation,
contact: Patroglyph Mational Manurnent, 6001
Unesr Boulevard, NW. Albugquengue, MM 87120;
505-899-0205; or visit www.nps.gov/petr on
the: Intarry

e

B mestrcoms a8 Hiirg trails
Fionio area.

HNote: Nat all of the park ared is currently in
i ownership, Certain areas are clased
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Far more inforrmatian on
the Petroghyphs, contact:

Cpen Space Divishn
Parks and Recreation Department
City of Albugquargue
PO, Box 1203
Albuguerque, Mew Maxico 87103
(505} B73-6620

oF

Natiznal Park Serdce
Petraglyph Maticnal Monumant
GO0 Unser MW
Albuguerque, New Mexica 87120
{505) 8890205

The Naticnal Park Sarvica
Visitor Center is located at:

Las Imagines Visitor Center
AT35 Unser MW (at jet of Weslern Trail)
Albuguergue, Mew Mexico 87120
(505) B95-0205
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provide a good sample of petroglyphs and to reduce the impact on
the escarpment. Boca Megra Canyon was aniginzlly built as Indian
Petroglyph State Park in 1973 and contains just 4 percant of all tha
petreglyphs found an the escarpment.

This trail climbs to the fop of the lava flow amd Is & moderate strenu-
ous trail (approximately 20 minutes). The
alevation at the top is one mile (5280 -~ —

fost) ahove sea level Sandia Crestis /|  etato?nl

10,678 feet abgye sea lavel, and down- - ,L:ﬁ,_ﬁ(;

towen Albuguerque is af 4,950 fesf above | L 4\* i

soafovl, Boty)
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Atthe beginning of the Lrail you may see i'_ T 5 é,',

| square enclosing a slep-shaped eloud,

four-peinted star with zigzag  line, and

other designs. Motice the numeraus designs on several sides of
this boulder, including handprints, animal figures, and a mask
placed an the corner of the rock to “see bath ways."

Grinding spots are found throwghout the escarpment. These areas
¢an ba identified by light grey, smooth patches on the basalt rock,
The grinding areas may have been used to sharpen tools, grind

corn or seeds, make pigments, or prepare
? I i Z; medicines used in ceremonies,

Further along the trail are several pefroglyphs,
ineluding bwa emall animal figures and crosses.
The cutlined cross is a prehistoric symbol.
Chiristian shyls crossas wans made by Hispanic
sheepherdars, bub are ot enclosed by an
authing,

PetrocLYPH NATIONAL
MoNUMENT
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Boca Necra Canyon
Trai. GuiDe

Motice the low, rock structure at the top of
thetrail. Conclusive identification of this
cleared area surrounded by low walls can-
nat be made because no artifacts were
found here. It could ba an anciant car-
emonial area or a coral.  Sevaral of
these east-facing sruclures have been
faund on escarpment promontores and some still have Impor-
tance o modemn Pueblo peoples. Similar structures elsewhere
were used by Hispanic shepherds as sheep pens. This point pro-
vides an excellent view of the Sandia Mountains fo the east. To
the west are the cinder cones of the Albuguerque volcanoes. They
erupted about 130,000 years ago but are now extinct. Boulders
that were part of the caprock have broken off and fumbled down
a5 a result of erosion by the Rio Grande.
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o Historic Christian crosses may have baen
\H{" mads by shephards in tha 17005 or 1800s
‘3'.-,* and closely resamble Latin crosses of the
F\ palriarchal style (wilh bwe harzontals, both
53 ending inccrosslels). As you continue down
o _.*- 4 the trail, netice a mask and a grinding spot.

Macaw Trail
The trall = located on the novth side of the
ramada (approximately 5 minutas).

This trail is named atter the two pamot, or ma-
caw, petroghyphs, identifiable by the long-
plumed tails. The smaller macaw appears o
bein a box or cage. Parrots ara not native to
the Southwest. Theair nafural habitat is in
Mexico. Parmots and their fsathers wers impartant frade items from
Mexico and ara shawn prominently inkiva mural paintings, made




the Rio Grande area. Patroghyphs on the Macaw Trail shew such
a bird. Tha colorful feathers of macaws are still used on masks
and head-dresses by madam Fuebla Indians.

Inadditian to the many thausands of petroglyphs along the escarp-
iment, the Pueblos expressed thelr creative skills in other ways. They
developed a new pottery style, Rio Grande glazeware, that acded
1o the rich tradition of potiery making in the Scauthwest. The colorful
murals painted on the plaster of kiva walls were anather form of
culttural expression. Many of the images in thess

murals are not found befora this period and sug- .,
«gest that new ideas wers being incorporated into B
jpuebloan religion @nd social organization.

In 1540, Francisca Vasquez de Coronada became the first Euro-
jpean Lo contact the puable villages along the Rie Grande. Soronada
and his expedition wintered in a puebla on lhe west side of (he ver,
north of Albuguengue. The Spaniands destroyed several of the pueb-
los and some of the population fled untd the explorers left in 1542,
I 1598, Juan de Chate brought colonists to Mew Mexico and pres
pared to stay. Between 1610 and 1850, Hispanic setlement of the
middle Rie Grande valley Increased and much of the farmer Indian
land was divided inte grants. Farmsteads or haciendas were
founded aleng the river valley, and missions were established in
many of the Indian communities, Indian populations were greathy
reducad in the 1800s due fo epidemics. crop failures, and Spanish
repression. In 1680, Indians across the region united in the Pusblo
Revolt and drove the Spaniards south to El Paso. This was the first
fime a major Eurcpaan power was defeated and exiled from a Morth
Amarican territory. Tha Indians remained indapandent until 1652,
‘when tha Spaniards reoccupied the area.

The Town of Alrisco Grant was first established in 1682 and con-
firmed several limes in the 17005, The Alnsco community st re-
tains ties 1o lands that included the escarpment and mesa fop in

Patroglyph National Monument. Ariscefio shepherds probably cre-
ated many of the patraglyphs, ncuding crosses, brands and names.

The Trails

Identification of some patroglyphs is based on contemporary ath-
nographic interpretations. Wie cannot say for certain what all of
the images represent, nor is it appropriate to atways reveal the
“meaning” of an image. American Indians have different vers
sions of the meanings and any one image may have complex or
multipla meanings depending on the tribe and its context. This
guide lands ideas to whal some of the petroglyphs may represent
to same Indian People.

The frails in Petroghyph National Menument have been designed to

BOCA NEGRA
CANYON

during the same time period (circa A.D. 1300 to
1600). The feathers continue to be important fo-
day.

Twao petroglyphs prominent along this trail are pos-
sible yucca seed pods. The root of the yueca
was used for making soap, and the llowers, fruits
and seeds were roasted in pits for food. The paints
aof the l=aves were used as needles and the leaves
sarved as a source of fiber for basket-weaving:

Cliff Base Trail

Located on the west side of the ramada (appraximately 15
minutes).

Mate masks and figures and the differencas in head ormamenta-
tion; the four-pointed $lar has a mask, a feathered headdress, and
bird talons.

Direct methods for dating pelroglyphs are only now being devel
oped, but the presence of a petraglyph over an older one pravides
a means of relative dating. Here, the right-hand point of the star is
superimpesed over part of a human figure lo the righl. Also natice
that ane eye of the star Image has been vandalized, which is a
faderal offense. The grayish color of the recent vandalism conbrasts
with the light brown that has developed aver the cenlunes since
the original petroglyph was created.

The figure with upraised arms behind a shield may be a warior.
Warriors were and still are impartant in Puebloan socety. Up-
raised arms are thought ko signify that the person is praying.

Upper Canyon Trail

This trafl i located 174 mile north of the park entrance &t the fip of
the mesa. The irall gres dowr inte the ganyon and is @ moder-
ately strenuous [ral,
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